



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Code	 Group	 Number		 Participant	details	
10	 Year	10	Arts	school	
media	students	
15	 Year	10	(14	&	15	years	old)	Arts	school	
students	who	were	studying	Media	as	a	main	
subject	(There	were	15	who	had	participated	
in	the	most	recent	project	rotation	and	all	
responded)	
12	 Year	12	Arts	school	
media	students	
29	 Year	12	(16	&	17	years	old)	Arts	school	
students	who	were	studying	Media	as	a	main	
subject	(There	were	31	who	had	participated	
in	the	most	recent	project	rotation	and	29	
responded,	two	having	subsequently	left	the	
course).	
Pi	 West	Indian	luncheon	
club	members	
17	 The	senior	citizens’	West	Indian	Social	Club.	
These	were	participants	from	three	years’	
worth	of	projects.	Of	those	who	had	
participated	during	that	time	(around	25),	17	
responded.	Others	had	stopped	attending	the	
club	or	gone	abroad	and	one	had	passed	away.		
SM	 Year	6		Junior	school	
pupils	
4	 The	local	junior	school	presented	an	ethical	
challenge	in	that	the	participants	were	10	–	11	
years	old.	The	gatekeeper	here	was	the	
headmistress	and	she	was	happy	to	manage	
the	questionnaire	distribution	on	my	behalf.	
Ten	year	6’s	would	participate	every	school	
year-end	before	moving	onto	secondary	
schools.	Of	the	last	cohort	at	that	time,	only	
four	were	reachable	by	the	headmistress.		
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Se	 Arts	school	ex-
students,	Radio	
station	seniors	
3	 Radio	station	seniors.	Ex-students,	who	had	
returned	by	invitation	to	help	out	as	trainers	
and	producers.	There	were	only	three	
respondents	as	they	were	working	on	the	
station	at	the	time.	
SJ	 Boys’	secondary	
school	–	AEN	referred	
12	 The	local	Secondary	school	boys,	aged	
between	12	and	15	when	they	took	part,	
referred	by	their	school	because	they	had	
emotional	and	behavioural	difficulties.	These	
responses	were	from	boys	who	had	
participated	in	the	previous	two	and	a	half	
years.	Of	the	twenty	or	so	who	had	done	so,	
twelve	were	still	available	to	fill	in	
questionnaires.	
Total	
	
	 80	 	
Fig	1.	Questionnaire	Participant	details	
The	questionnaire	offered	a	series	of	statements,	constructed	accessibly	and	age-
appropriately,	which	allowed	for	three	responses:	‘agree	strongly’,	‘agree’	or	
‘disagree’.	The	statement	questions	were	drawn	from	anecdotal	evidence	around	
radio	work	feedback	sessions;	recorded	evidence	from	initial	focus	groups	studies;	and	
my	own	thoughts	around	what	agency	might	be	found	by	participants	through	such	
project	work,	both	within	a	broad	educational	context	and	the	field	of	community	
radio	theory	(Coyer,	2007;	Fleming	2010).			
Almost	all	the	respondents	were	from	the	most	recent	school	radio	station	broadcast	
at	that	point,	summer	2011,	but	a	few	of	the	community	respondents	came	from	
previous	years’	projects.	It	felt	valid	to	include	their	experience	because	the	work	was	
similar	enough	from	year	to	year	and	I	believed	the	data	to	be	of	use	in	informing	
further	qualitative	study.	
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(ii)	The	headline	table	figures	suggested	an	even	split	within	the	two	positive	
categories.	However,	the	seniors	of	the	Luncheon	Club	had	the	highest	percentage	
within	their	cohort	opting	for	‘agree	strongly’	(76%)	rather	than	‘agree’	(24%)	in	
response	to	the	statement.	
	
(iii)	One	might	be	slightly	surprised	at	the	less-than-unanimous	results	here.	
Interestingly,	a	further	breakdown	of	the	numbers	reveals	that	those	least	in	
agreement	with	the	statement	were	the	Arts	school	students,	with	43%	of	the	year	10	
cohort	and	37%	of	the	year	12	cohort	disagreeing	with	the	statement.	In	contrast,	
62.5%	of	the	senior	citizen	cohort	agreed	strongly	with	the	statement	and	only	12.5%	
disagreed.	Might	some	of	this	disparity	be	explained	by	the	context	in	which	state	
school	students	found	themselves	at	this	point	in	time,	late	in	2011?	Cuts	to	student	
funding	both	in	relation	to	the	Educational	Maintenance	Allowance	and	the	
introduction	of	University	fees	had	just	been	announced.	This	may	have	been	felt	as	
too	great	a	force	by	the	Year	12’s	to	allow	for	any	feelings	of	empowerment	produced	
by	access	to	the	airwaves.	This	is	a	speculation	of	course,	and	not	pursued	in	this	study	
as	it	was	not	the	main	focus.	
	
(iv)	These	statements	were	put	to	the	three	groups	working	in	the	‘community’	
bracket.	The	responses	were	split	50/50	between	‘agree’	and	‘agree	strongly’	in	all	bar	
the	senior	citizens’	group,	in	which	they	were	75%	‘agree	strongly’	and	25%	‘agree’.		
	
(v)	PRU	Participants	talking	about	feedback	on	their	radio	show:	
(Wl)	
J	Has	anybody	else	heard	the	show?	
Wl	Um..I	think	my	mum’s	listened	to	it	(small	laugh)	and	my	dad,	but..	
J	What	did	they	say?		
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Wl		Yeah.	They	said	it	sounded	good.	It	sounds	like	a	proper	radio	station	and	they	said	yeah,	
it’s	a	good	skill	to	know…for	a	radio	station,	presenting	
	J	did	you	talk	to	them	about	it	at	all?	
Wl	Yeah.	I	told	them	all	the	driving	and	the	interview	as	well	and	they	said	yeah,	it	makes	it…	
and	when	I	told	them	about	the	two	different	jobs,	they	couldn’t	tell.	They	thought	I	was	just	
in	the	one	room.	Speaking	on	a	microphone	like	this	(portable	kit),	making	a	little	thing,	but	
when	I	told	them	I	was	actually	up	in	the	studio,	like	a	proper	studio,	they	were	like	“Ah	yeah,	
that’s	why	it	sounds	professional.	(small	laugh)	Cos	it	does	actually	sound	quite	good,	yeah.	
J	So	how	did	you	feel	when	they	were	listening	to	it?		
Wl	Um..	Um..	I	felt..kinda	proud	because	it	was	like..a	finished	piece	and	it	was	like	my	work	.		
(Pg)	
J	Have	you	listened	back	to	the	show?	
Pg	Yeah,	I	listened	back	to	it..um..yeah,	I	basically	listen	to	it	every	day	and	it	sounds	like	a	real	
radio	show,	the	way	the	music	comes	in	and	the	way	it	fades	in	and	out	but	I’m	really	happy	
with	the	way	it	turned	out.	
J	Has	anybody	else	in	your	family	heard	it?	
Pg	Yeah,	all	my	family’s	heard	it	and	they’ve	gave	me	a	lot	of	praise	for	it	
J	And	how	does	that..feel?	
Pg	It	feels	very	good..and	nice.	
J	Are	they..were	they	surprised?	
Pg	Um,	they	were	surprised	how	it	sounded	so	good,	like	it	was	actually	on	a	radio.		
	
	
	
	
	
183	
Appendix	
Voice	in	Radio	
(vi)	PRU	student	(Pg)’s	self-authored	poem:	
“See	my	friends	dying	got	me	frightened,	crying	
Thinking	it’s	the	life	that	I’m	finding	
Got	my	grandma	praying.	She’s	stressing	
Still	won’t	learn	my	lesson,	
Surprised	at	Christmas	even	if	I	get	one	present	
But	she	loves	me.	Been	taking	me	to	church	
From	a	little	baby.	Never	picked	up	or	will	I	never	smoke	weed,	
Not	trying	to	go	to	jail,	trying	to	live	free,	
Got	prayed	for	so	many	times,	
Got	to	point	when	I	can’t	even	deny	
Mum’s	stressing.	Can’t	even	sleep	at	night.	
If	I	give	a	key	to	my	heart	
You	can	see	the	empty	parts	
Right	back	to	the	past,	
Thinking	‘how	long	will	it	last?’	
Brought	up	by	my	aunty,	
‘Couz’	and	my	Granny,	
Not	by	my	Mummy,	
I	never	see	sunny,	
Always	see	dark,	
Get	angry	very	fast.	
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Got	people	thinking	that	I’m	nuts	but	I	messed	up	my	life	
But	my	Grandma	say	“Pray	and	you	will	survive”.	
Try	and	do	this	drumming	thing,	
Football	was	my	thing,	
Then	my	actions	threw	that	right	in	the	bin.	
See	my	sister	go	to	college,	
Sat	down,	did	the	work,		
Never	answered	back,	all	she	did	was	earn.	
See	my	brother	go	to	Uni,	
Never	had	a	good	relationship	but	he	knew	me,	
Knew	me	when	I	was	crying,	
Knew	me	when	I	was	upset,		
Sometime	he	used	to	take	me	to	my	bed.	
Trying	to	live	the	best	of	me,	
Left	in	a	hospital,	
Mummy	never	took	care	of	me,	
Sending	me	two	little	messages	on	Facebook.	
Said	‘Z’.	Never	replied.	
Tick	tock,	
When	you	gonna	come?		
When	you	gonna	explain?	
When	you	gonna	make	all	this	pain	go	away?	
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Got	told	back	then	that	you	was	my	Mum,	
Got	told	back	then	when	I	was	having	fun,	
Then	everything	stopped.	Went	downhill.	
No-one	ever	asked	how	I	felt.	
I	felt	lonely.	I	felt	sad.	
Dem	times	couldn’t	even	turn	to	my	Dad,	
Didn’t	want	to	know	me,	
Left	me	in	a	hospital	sitting	with	my	Aunty,	
Living	in	this	nightmare,	
It’s	a	fright	year,	
Can’t	even	shed	a	tear,	
Cos	my	life	here	
Always	doing	bad	from	good		
When	I	know	I	shouldn’t	be,	
Never	hearing	the	teachers	clearly,	
Always	want	to	be	the	clown	in	a	class,	
Have	things	trapped	in	my	heart	from	the	past,	
But	that	ain’t	me.		
I’m	a	nice	girl,		
When	I	wanna	be,	
Get	to	know	me,	
Join	the	family.”	
